
Issue #4: November 2023

 

Ontario Teachers Insurance Plan 
On 19 October we were pleased to host OTIP Representative 
Scott Westlake who shared several key pieces of information.  
Did you know…

•OTIP solely serves educators? 

•OTIP is an insurance broker that also provides home and auto 
insurance? 

•It is recommended to use your paramedicine benefits in order to 
maintain and support your health? 

•Travel benefits include both out of province and out of country?

•That if you have auto insurance with OTIP and have an accident 
you are invited to call OTIP first in order to access help in 
navigating the process? 

Have questions? Call General Inquiries at 1-800-267-6847 or 
contact Scott directly at 519-497-7968 or swestlake@otip.com
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Next Meeting 

Come join your fellow retirees for 
breakfast! Don’t forget to email 
Doug with your RSVP.  
Where: Northway Restaurant  
Address: 205 North Front Street 
Belleville, Ontario  K8P 3C3 
Contact Information:  
613-962-7119  
Menu: 
www.northwayrestaurant.com  
Date: November 16, 2023 
Time: 9:00a.m.  
Guest Speaker: Scott Marshall, 
OTIP D29 President 

Upcoming Plans 

For those of you who like to plan 
ahead….

December 7: Christmas Social 
Where: Federation House  
Address: 114 Victoria Ave., 
Belleville, Ontario K8N 2A8  
Time: 2:00p.m.

January 18: Breakfast 
Where: Northway Restaurant 
Time: 9:00a.m. 
Guest Speaker: N/A

February 15: Breakfast 
Where: Northway Restaurant 
Time: 9:00a.m. 
Guest Speaker: N/A
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ARM Information Corner 
For those of you wishing to stay abreast of recent developments 
or issues in education, either in our local area or more generally, 
read on!

ARM Council Update
Next ARM Council Meeting: November 23/24

Current Issues in Education 
Central negotiations will be heading to arbitration in the New 
Year. 

District 29 Negotiations Update
Local negotiations are moving very slowly. Unresolved local and 
central items will be forwarded to binding arbitration as a result 
of the membership’s decision. Further information will be 
provided by Scott Marshall himself during breakfast on 16 
November 2023. 

Putting the “Active” in Active Retired Members
On 4 October the Open Door Café, operating from the hall of 
the Eastminster Church, celebrated its 25th Anniversary. In the 
picture below we see ARM ably represented by our treasurer, 
Sharon Ostman, who is holding the microphone while presenting 
a contribution on our behalf to the Café’s coordinator in support 
of the Café’s motto "To provide nutritional supplement for those 
who need it and fellowship for those who want it". 

Our August 2023 meeting, held at Sugarbush Vineyards in Hillier, 
provided ARM members with an opportunity to learn about the 
Quinte Society for Chamber Music (QSCM) while enjoying 
Bach’s D Minor Partita and Allemande. Interested in learning of 
QSCM’s next event or getting directly involved? Contact Bonnie 
Sallans at info@qscmusic.com

At our July 2023 meeting fellow ARM member Tony Crocker 
provided information about Seniors for Climate Action Now! 
(SCAN!). This “senior’s climate action group…is democratic, 
accountable, equitable, and participatory”, provides several new 
information posts each month, and has a number of committees 
and working groups from which to choose all of which welcome 
new members. For further information speak to Tony at the next 
ARM meeting or go to https://seniorsforclimateactionnow.org. 
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Your input, please! 

Have a suggestion for the location 
of a future meeting? Contact Doug.  

Have an idea for a future social 
event or future presenter/guest 
speaker? Contact Scott or Marian.  

Know of someone who is not 
receiving ARM’s communications  
or is newly retired? Contact Marian. 

Your Executive  

Feedback? Questions? Want to get 
more involved? Contact us! 

• Doug Ferguson, President  
email: armdistrict29@gmail.com 

• Mike McMahon, Vice-President 
email: mcmahon@kos.net 

• Sharon Ostman,  
Secretary-Treasurer  

• Marian Moon,  
New Member Coordinator  
email: mbm@kos.net  

• Scott Young,  
Social Events Coordinator  
email: xiscotty@gmail.com   

• Jim Stewart, Past-President 

• John Zikopoulos,  
Founding President  
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Travel Tips
One of the benefits of active retirement is the opportunity to 
travel. Some members have suggested a section of the newsletter 
be dedicated to share travel tips. To get us started:

•From Doug Ferguson: Know how to get anywhere by bus, car, 
ferry, plane, or train (with links and fare information): 
rome2rio.com  

Contact Marian to share your travel tip/“hack” with fellow ARM 
members.

Upcoming Community Events 
Know of an upcoming event which may be of interest to our 
members? Contact Marian.
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What’s Happening?  

Looking for an opportunity to get 
together with past colleagues or make 
new connections with like-minded 
fellow retirees? Stay tuned!   

Need some assistance?   

Looking for support or professional 
advice?  

• OTIP: Contact Scott Westlake  
cell: 519-497-7968 
email: swestlake@otip.com  

• Financial/estate planning/advice 
Contact Edward Gougeon from 
Educators Financial. Ed can be 
reached at (800) 263-9541 x 3554 
or by email at 
egougeon@educatorsfinancialgrou
p.ca. 

• Having difficulty with a health/travel 
insurance claim? Contact Scott 
Westlake or Tara Lam 

• ARM Council  
www.armcouncil.osstf.ca 
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