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— Andrew Wachner
Teacher/Occasional Teacher President

	  		      We have reached the end of another  
                                    school year, however due to 

compressed timelines and delayed staffing decisions it  
doesn’t feel like summer yet. 

Last week the Minister of Education Paul Calandra sent a letter 
to all Educators and Support Staff thanking you for the work that 
you do everyday. When I read this letter I was thinking about 
all of the education cuts and underfunding that this minister 
is responsible for. Locally we have seen reductions in funding 
for teacher positions at the board office, library tech support, 
classroom educational assistance support, secretarial support 
and custodial hours. Our board experiences underfunding of 
special education, and transportation, this means that the funds 
for these services must be taken from elsewhere in the budget. If 
the minister wanted to truly thank educators and support staff he 

would start with increasing the 
funds for classroom supports 
that help students and 
educators. In the letter Minister 
Calandra also mentions that 
collective bargaining can be 
a stressful time. He forgets 
to mention that collective 
bargaining can be a powerful time as we use our solidarity to 
fight for improvements to public education in Ontario. 

As we prepare for the challenges of next year it is important to 
take the time to relax and recharge over the summer. If you have 
concerns or need support over the summer I will be available, 
however my response time may be a bit longer than usual. 
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DOORS OPEN @ 5:00 PM
BELLEVILLE FISH AND GAME CLUB (170 ELMWOOD DR.)
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SEPTEMBER 15TH, 2026 

GENERAL MEETING
All Member

— All members are encouraged to attend — 

Your guide to summer road trip travel safety

https://www.osstf.on.ca/protectedspace?ReturnUrl=/services/member-login/members-login/MyOsstf.aspx


Member Services Officer
— Jessica Francis

                         As our school year comes to an end I want to  
thank everyone for their support in my first year in the role.  
The end of the year has been a very busy time and makes 
me hope for rest and relaxation for all our members as we 
transition into summer time.  

Self care is vitally important and as you care 
for yourself over summer I want to remind 
you of one of the most comprehensive 
resources that we have access to.

Starling Minds is a website and an app that allows you 
to assess your mental health, build your mental fitness and 
transform substance use to adjust to your specific goals to 
name just a few. There are articles included that address 
topics such as adult ADHD, caring for your mental health 
during long term disability programs, menopause, biologic 
medicine, etc. There is also a comprehensive CBT program 
that members and their dependents can access.  

All OTIP members can access Starling Minds via the access 
code below:

•  OTIP members: member

•  �Eligible family members (e.g., spouse, child age 16+):  
family member

September will bring us to a more uncertain time in the 
education sector so please take the time to reflect on the 
things we love about being an educator and to reconnect 
with our families and ourselves over this much needed break.  

Please reach out with concerns over the break, especially with 
questions about any required leaves. I will be checking my 
email but may take a few days to respond. 
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Your guide to summer road trip travel safety 
 

 
 
There’s a special kind of magic to hitting the open road in the summer: the sun is 
shining, your favourite playlist is playing, and endless possibilities lie ahead. 
Whether you’re escaping to cottage country, visiting loved ones, or discovering 
hidden gems across Canada, road trips are about adventure and making memories 
at your own pace. Before you set out, a little preparation goes a long way. By 
checking your vehicle and ensuring you’re properly covered, you’ll spend less time 
worrying and more time enjoying every mile. 
 
Read more at www.otip.com/article207. #OTIPUpdate 
 
 
 
Celebrate the end of the school year with a bonus offer! 
 
For the month of June, receive a $30 gift card of your choice when you get a car, 
home or leisure insurance quote. Get a quote or call 1-888-892-4935 and mention 
this offer! 

Your guide to summer road trip travel safety
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https://otip.member.starlingminds.com/landing/


Phone: 613-968-3707

OSSTF D29 Hastings-Prince Edward

F E D E R AT I O N  H O U S E
114 Victoria Avenue, Belleville, ON  K8N 2A8

D29 Teacher & Occasional Teacher Office

www.d29.osstf.ca 
@osstfdistrict29

Member Services Officer 
Jessica Francis 

x225 
d29officer@gmail.com

President 
Andrew Wachner   

x223 
d29pres@gmail.com
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OSSTF/FEESO is excited to announce the launch 
of their AQ Program. 

The first session is Fall 2026 and the courses being offered are:
• �First Nation, Métis, and Inuit Studies – 

Part 1, Part 2, Specialist
• Guidance and Career education – Part 1, Part 2, Specialist
• Special Education –Part 1, Part 2, Specialist

These courses have been created by Secondary teachers for Secondary 
teachers. Developed by experienced OSSTF/FEESO members, 
the courses respond to the realities of teaching in Ontario grade 
9-12 classrooms. The program emphasizes accessibility, inclusivity, 
and practical strategies that support student engagement in diverse 
learning environments. Session time lines have been designed with 
secondary educators in mind, working around key points in the 
secondary school calendar to support candidates’ ability to fully 
participate in their learning while managing their personal and 
professional responsibilities. 

The Fall 2026 session will run from October 1 to December 4. 
Registration opens on July 21 and closes on September 21, though 
interested participants are invited to join the waitlist to be notified 
when registration opens. Participants who register before August 21 
will be entered to win a $100 Everything Card gift card.

Course fees are $650. An OSSTF/FEESO member discount of $50 
is available. Please use the voucher code: {fall2026d29}. Members 
will need their OSSTF/FEESO Member ID to claim their discount.
Members who need assistance locating their Member ID can email 
either GetMyMemberID@osstf.ca or WhatISMyMemberID@
osstf.ca to have their Member ID emailed to them automatically.

Members interested in taking Part 2 or Specialist courses are 
encouraged to have the Teaching Experience form completed by their 
Supervisory Officer prior to the end of the school year. This ensures 
the required documentation is available when registering. 

OSSTF/FEESO members taking any of the First Nations, Métis, 
and Inuit Studies courses can apply for funding support from 
Account 2890 –Anti-Racism and Equity Training for Members. 
Please use the 2025-2026 form until the updated one is available. 

Please visit aq.osstf.on.ca for information about the courses  
and to join the waitlist.

GetMyMemberID@osstf.ca
WhatISMyMemberID@osstf.ca
WhatISMyMemberID@osstf.ca
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/g5oi6vo9glusohbp3yjgh/AQ-OSSTF-Teaching-Experience-Form_Final.pdf?rlkey=i7908dahi5z8s1iycwanh84l8&st=pj147ofz&e=1&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/lheq86drge3lyeyfza6ct/Account-2890-Application-Form.pdf?rlkey=inspkimcwforqd8as25e4mgd7&st=p99t29oj&e=1&dl=0
aq.osstf.on.ca
https://porchfest.ca/

